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AUBIO 210: Biological Science and Information Literacy
Fall 2007, Thursdays 9:25 – 10:40 a.m.
Room A122
Instructor:
Angie Mandeville

Office Hours: Drop-in or by appointment


Reference Librarian











Office: C108 (in the Library)



angie.mandeville@ualberta.ca







679-1591 (office)







Course Objectives:
This course is intended to introduce you to library and information research, retrieval, and assessment specific to the subject area of Biological Studies. The primary objectives are to introduce you to the nature of information, the methods of research and the integration of critical thinking skills in this process to assist you in becoming more information literate. The lectures, assignments, readings, exercises and tests are structured to accomplish these goals.

It is expected that you will take an active part in the discussions and exercises for this course. While there will be a significant amount of lecture material I encourage questions during class and outside of class. Please feel free to talk with me to discuss your progress in the course.

Prerequisite: Second year standing in Biology degree program.

Co-requisite: Though a co-requisite is not a formal requirement for this course, I strongly encourage taking a 200, 300- or 400 level BIO course that has a paper/assignment with a library research component.


Readings:
There is not a required text for this course but there are a variety of assigned readings which are on reserve in the Library. It is expected that all readings will be done prior to the class for which they are assigned as this will help you to understand the lecture materials and participate in the discussions and exercises. Additional readings may be assigned.
Browne, M.N, Keeley, S.M. 2001. Asking the Right Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking, 6th ed. Prentice, Upper Saddle River, NJ. pp. 1-14.
Pechenik, J.A. 2007. A Short Guide to Writing about Biology, 6th ed. Pearson Education, Inc., NY. 310 pp.
Wurman, R.S. 1989. Information Anxiety. Doubleday, NY. pp. 31-45
Policy on attendance and submission of assignments:
Assignments not handed in at the specified time will lose 10% for every day they are late. All assignments, unless otherwise notified, are due in-class. Written assignments must be handed in to me in-person or deposited in my office mailbox on the door to my office. Please do not hand in assignments to any other library staff member or to the circulation desk. 

Attendance at all classes is required, especially as this class meets only once per week. Absences in excess of two (2) classes will be considered unacceptable and you may be suspended from the course. Please be familiar with the “University Regulations and Information for Students” sections 20-27 of the University of Alberta Calendar. If serious circumstances prevent submission of an assignment on time or attendance at a class, reasonable documentation (e.g. doctor’s note) must be provided. If other circumstances (e.g. Augustana related activities) prevent you from submitting an assignment on time or attending a class you must notify me in advance to get permission. All students are expected to attend every class, to be on time, and to actively participate in classroom activities and discussions. 

Academic Honesty and Code of Student Behaviour:

The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student Behavior (online at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm) and avoid any behavior which could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offense.  Academic dishonesty is a serious offense and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.

Regardless of the collaborative nature of any work done for your co-requisite, all work submitted as assignments and tests for AUBIO 210 must be your own independent work. Independent work is defined as constructing your own search strategies, forming and reporting your own responses, critical reasoning, etc. If you require further information or clarification about what constitutes independent work, please ask me. 
Please Note: Students who require accommodations in this course due to a disability affecting mobility, vision, hearing, learning, or mental or physical health are advised to discuss their needs with Specialized Support and Disability Services, F214, Faith and Life Centre, 679-1649, or ssds.augustana@ualberta.ca
Course requirements and evaluation:
Assignments (5)
           40%
Research log


 10%

In-class participation

   5%







In-class quiz


 15%

Final (take home)  

 30%

TOTAL


 100%

All course work will be assigned absolute marks in percentages. The final course grade will be assigned according to the alpha – 4 point scale (See p. 72 of the University of Alberta Calendar).

Course Outline* and Schedule**:
Week 1: Thursday, September 13
Pre-course questionnaire

Course overview
What is information?
Week 2: Thursday, September 20
The Nature of Information in the Sciences 
How is information organized?
· Reading: Wurman, The Non-Information Explosion (on Reserve)

Week 3: Thursday, September 27
Research process & the Research Log
Developing a working knowledge: Reference sources

Developing your research question

· Distribute Assignment #1 – due at start of class on October 4
Week 4: Thursday, October 4
Keyword generation/Controlled vocabulary

Search strategies/Boolean operators
NEOS catalogue

· Distribute Assignment #2 – due at start of class on October 11

Week 5: Thursday, October 11
Introduction to periodical literature and periodical indexes
· Distribute Assignment #3 – due Monday, October 22 by noon in my office 
Week 6: Thursday, October 18
In-class quiz
No classes (Fall break) : Thursday, October 25 
Week 7 : Thursday, November 1
Periodical databases - discipline-specific & Web of Science

· Distribute Assignment #4 – due at start of class on November 8
Week 8 : Thursday, November 8
Open access publishing

Internet for research
Critical thinking

· Reading: Browne, The Benefit of Asking the Right Questions (On reserve)
Week 9: Thursday, November 15
Ethical use of information
Pechenik citation style
· Distribute Assignment #5
Week 10: Thursday, November 22
Distribution of final exam (take home)

End-course questionnaire
Course evaluation

Course Blog:

A course blog will be maintained by the instructor for the use of all students.  Its main purpose is for the instructor to share course-related material such as presentation slides, tutorials, websites and additional readings. The blog can also be used as a forum to discuss and exchange ideas. Students are encouraged to comment on any blog postings or on any of the resources highlighted within it. If you choose to comment, please be respectful of your student colleagues and the instructor. The course blog can be found at the following URL: http://aubceg210.wordpress.com/
*Policy about course outlines can be found in Section 23.4 (2) of the University Calendar. // ** Subject to change
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