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Course objectives:
This course is intended to introduce you to library and information research, retrieval, and assessment specific to the discipline of Religious Studies. The primary objectives are to introduce you to the nature of information, the methods of library research and the integration of critical thinking skills in this process to assist you in becoming more information literate. The lectures, assignments, readings, exercises and tests are structured to accomplish these goals.

It is expected that you will take an active part in the discussions for this course. While there will be a significant amount of lecture material I encourage questions during class and outside of class. Please feel free to talk with me to discuss your progress in the course.

Prerequisite: Second year standing in an Augustana Faculty degree program.

Co-requisite: A 200, 300 or 400 level course which requires substantial library research.
Readings:

While there is not a required text for this course, there are assigned readings (on RESERVE in the Library) taken primarily from the following sources. It is expected that readings will be done prior to the class for which they are assigned. Additional readings may be assigned.

Browne, M. Neil , and Stuart M. Keeley. Asking the Right Questions: A Guide to Critical

Thinking. 6th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice, 2001.

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: Modern 

Language Association of America, 2003.

Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 7th ed. 

Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2007.
Wurman, Richard S. Information Anxiety. New York: Doubleday, 1989.

Policy on attendance and submission of assignments:
Assignments not handed in at the specified time will lose 10% for every day they are late. Attendance at all classes is required, especially as this class meets only once per week. Absences in excess of 2 classes will be considered unacceptable and you may be suspended from the course. Please be familiar with the (University Regulations and Information for Students( sections 20-27 of the University of Alberta Calendar. If serious circumstances prevent submission of an assignment on time or attendance at a class, reasonable documentation (e.g. doctor(s note) must be provided. If other circumstances (e.g. Augustana related activities) prevent you from submitting an assignment on time or attending a class you must notify me in advance to get permission.

Policy on independent work:

Regardless of the collaborative nature of any work done for your co-requisite, all work submitted for assignments and exams to this class must be your own independent work. Independent work is defined as doing your own search strategies, forming and reporting your own responses, critical reasoning, etc. If you require further information or clarification about what constitutes independent work, please ask me.
Specialized Support and Disability Services:
Students who require accommodations in this course due to a disability affecting mobility, vision, hearing, learning, or mental or physical health are advised to discuss their needs with Specialized Support and Disability Services, F214, Faith and Life Centre, 679-1649, or ssds.augustana@ualberta.ca

Course requirements and evaluation:
Assignments (4)


40%

Class participation


10%







Test




25%

Final Assignment                                25%
TOTAL



100%

All course work will be assigned absolute marks in percentages. The final course grade will be assigned according to the alpha-four point scale. (Section 23.4 of the University of Alberta Calendar).

Academic honesty and code of student behaviour:
(The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student Behavior (online at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm) and avoid any behavior which could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offense.  Academic dishonesty is a serious offense and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.( (GFC 29 SEP 2003)

(Policy about course outlines can be found in section 23.4(2) of the University Calendar.( (GFC 29 SEP 2003)

Pre/Post Questionnaires & Grade Analysis Research Project

You are invited to participate in a research project entitled “Pre/Post Questionnaires and Final Grade Analysis for Information Literacy Credit Courses” conducted by Nancy Goebel, Head Librarian of the Augustana Faculty of the University of Alberta. This purpose of this research project is: 1) to assist in determining the information literacy (IL) level of a group of students prior (pre-questionnaire) to taking an IL course and after (post questionnaire) completing the IL course. 2) to provide a mechanism for comparing and contrasting student performance (as indicated by  final grade) in IL courses by various demographics such as year of study, gender, and discipline.

If you agree to participate in this project, you will be giving permission to Nancy Goebel to use your anonymous responses on the questionnaires as well as your final grade without your name for research purposes.

This data may be used in the presentation of library research dealing with for-credit information literacy courses. 

Your name will not be included in any research report or publication of this research, nor will it be possible for anyone to discern your grade from the way the information is presented. The data for this research project will be kept under lock and key for at least 5 years after the completion of the project.

To be clear, although as a student you must meet the course expectations in order to receive credit, you are never obliged to be a research participant in this or any other research project. You will be given the opportunity to decline participation in the research component of the questionnaires by checking the appropriate box on the first page of the questionnaire. You will also be given the opportunity to decline participation in the final grade analysis component of the research project by not submitting a consent form.

If you submit a consent form and then change your mind, you may withdraw your participation in this project up to three weeks after the final class, that is, Dec. 4, 2007. If you wish to withdraw please notify Marlene Maunder (679-1507 or marlene.maunder@ualberta.ca) before this date.

Participation in this research project is not likely to be harmful in any foreseeable manner. You are not likely to directly benefit from participation in this research project. However, it will most likely benefit future Augustana students by providing valuable information to be used in refining the IL courses to best meet student needs. This research project may be presented at conferences, published on a web page, in academic journals or other formats. All data will be handled in compliance with the University of Alberta’s Standards for the Protection of Human Participants.

If you have any questions about this research project please contact Nancy Goebel (or your instructor if different). If you have any questions or concerns in the case of ethical questions about the questionnaire please contact Dr. Paula Marentette (paula@augustana.ca or 679-1188) of the Education Extension Augustana Research Ethics Board.

 “The plan for this study has been reviewed for its adherence to ethical guidelines and approved by the Faculties of Education, Extension and Augustana Research Ethics Board (EEA REB) at the University of Alberta. For questions regarding participant rights and ethical conduct of research, contact the Chair of the EEA REB at (780) 492-3751.”

